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Copper Valley Development Association,Inc.




P.O. Box 9, Glennallen, AK  99588 * 907-822-5001 phone * 907-822-5009 fax
www.coppervalley.org * info@coppervalley.org
Dear Copper Valley Area Residents,

The Copper Valley Development Association has undertaken revision of the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) plan for the region.  The existing document was last updated in 2009. This process is being federally funded by the US Dept of Commerce, Economic Development Administration (EDA).
A CEDS is the result of a community-based planning process designed to guide the economic growth of an area. It helps to coordinate the efforts of individuals, organizations and private industry concerned with economic and community development. It is a continuing process with diverse community participation which aims at promoting sustainable economic development, job opportunities, fostering effective transportation systems, enhancing and protecting the environment and, balancing resource use through sound management of development.
You will find a copy of the existing CEDS document from which we are now working, a comprehensive description of this process, and all developments associated with this project on http://www.coppervalley.org/wwd-CEDS .  Feel free to call if you do not have access to the internet and we will mail you all pertinent information. 

What we will attempt to do is to define what has changed in our Region since the last CEDS.  We will conduct fourteen community workshops designed to collect your input on key issues such as housing, transportation, employment, medical assistance and education. From these workshops we will nominate community representatives who will bring individual community issues to a regional conference to be held in May of 2012.  We will also make available an “input form” for anyone not able to attend their community workshop.  You are encouraged to fill the form and return it to us by March 31st, 2012 to assure that your input is documented before the regional conference.  

At the regional conference, we will consolidate issues and projects in to a regional strategy that we can realistically tackle as a community in the next several years. Once completed, the CEDS will make our region eligible for funds under the US Economic Development Administration (EDA) such as EDA public works, economic adjustment and planning programs.This plan may also be used by other community groups or businesses when they go forth with project or business plans and proposals.  

Success is only possible with the dedication of individuals. We thank you in advance for your input and interest.  Feel free to call the office at (907)822-5001 and discuss with the CEDS project manager, Sandy Wagner, or myself these and other concerns.
Jason Hoke,

Executive Director

CVDA
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